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Introduction 
State and federal regulations require the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) 
to conduct government-to-government consultation with tribal governments of federally-
recognized Native American tribes regarding planning and programming activities. This 
report documents MTC’s government-to-government consultation during preparation of 
Plan Bay Area, a long-range plan for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area.  

 

Overview of Plan Bay Area Planning Process 
Plan Bay Area is an integrated long-range transportation, land-use and housing plan that 
will support a growing economy, provide more housing and transportation choices and 
reduce transportation-related pollution. MTC and the Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG) are jointly responsible for developing Plan Bay Area.  

MTC and ABAG launched the Plan Bay Area planning process in 2010, focusing on a new 
approach mandated by California Senate Bill 375 (Steinberg). The statute requires the 
agencies to adopt a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)as part of a Regional 
Transportation Plan. SB 375 requires California’s 18 metro areas to integrate 
transportation, land-use and housing as part of a sustainable communities strategy to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from cars and light-duty trucks. 

The plan took shape over the next three years, through extensive public outreach, analysis, 
and the development of targets that can be forecasted by modeling tools and potentially 
influenced by the policies and investments in the plan. By integrating the three E’s – 
environment, equity, and economy – throughout the targets, Plan Bay Area aims to 
measure the success of creating sustainable communities. 

Government-to-Government Consultation for Plan Bay Area 
MTC coordinated the following government-to-government activities during the 
development of Plan Bay Area. The details of each activity are described below. 

Phase Activity Activity Date Materials 
1 Government-to-Government Consultation June 9, 2011 Appendix I 

2 Government-to-Government Consultation March 20, 2012 Appendix II 

3 Government-to-government consultation April 19, 2013 Appendix III 

 
Phase 1 Consultation (2011) 

MTC staff sent invitation letters on May 5, 2011 to key tribal representatives (see Appendix 
I, Part A) inviting them to a June 9, 2011 government-to-government consultation. The 
meeting served as an introduction to Plan Bay Area and its development process. MTC 
Commissioner and Rohnert Park Councilmember Jake Mackenzie welcomed the group. 
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MTC Executive Director Steve Heminger and ABAG Executive Director Ezra Rapport 
provided an update on Plan Bay Area and how housing, transportation and conservation 
areas are being coordinated under a single long-range regional plan. The update was 
followed by group discussions on the following topics: housing development and 
transportation. Mr. Heminger and Mr. Rapport also provided information on how tribal 
governments could initiate individualized consultations. Meeting materials are included in 
Appendix I. 

Representatives from two Tribes continued their discussion with agency staff at the 
conclusion of the formal meeting, for an additional half-hour discussion.  

The consultation was hosted by the National Indian Justice Center, an Indian owned and 
operated non-profit corporation, at their offices in the city of Santa Rosa. Ms. Raquelle 
Myers, Senior Staff Attorney at the National Indian Justice Center, served as facilitator 
during the meeting. Also in attendance was California State Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) District 4 Chief Deputy Director Dan McElhinney; Paul Price, Executive Director 
of the Napa County Transportation and Planning Agency; and Suzanne Smith, Executive 
Director of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority. These representatives provided 
the Tribes with a direct connect to all the players in the state, regional and county levels of 
transportation.  

   

Phase 2 Consultation (2012) 

MTC staff sent invitation letters on February 16, 2012 to key tribal representatives (see 
Appendix II, Part A) inviting them to the second tribal consultation meeting held on 
March 20, 2012. Following opening remarks by MTC Commissioner and Rohnert Park 
Councilmember Jake Mackenzie and Caltrans District 4 Director Bijan Sartipi, participants 
were invited to rotate through two consultations: 

1. Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing Consultation 
2. Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Consultation 

MTC Deputy Executive Director Ann Flemer and ABAG Planning Director Ken Kirkey were 
the discussion leaders for the Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing 
Consultation. Sonoma County Transportation Authority Executive Director Suzanne Smith 
and Transportation Authority of Marin Executive Director Dianne Steinhauser were the 
discussion leaders for the Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Consultation. 
Additional participants in the Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Consultation 
were Caltrans District 4 Director Bijan Sartipi and Caltrans District 4 Native American 
Coordinator Lissa McKee. Meeting materials are included in Appendix II. 
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In response to the Native American Tribal Consultation and Outreach Workshop held 
March 20, 2012, MTC and ABAG summarized key topics heard at the meeting, and 
explained how they planned to respond to the feedback, in a follow-up letter sent to Tribal 
leaders. The letter can be found in Appendix II, and covered five areas:   
 

• Funding & Training Opportunities 
• Consultation with County Congestion Management Agencies (CMAs)  
• Local Streets & Roads Inventory 
• Mapping of Tribal Lands, Transportation Projects, Priority Development Areas and 

Cultural Resources Protection  
• One-on-One Consultation 

 

Phase 3 Consultation (2013) 

MTC staff sent invitation letters on March 15, 2013 to Bay Area tribal representatives (see 
Appendix III, Part A) inviting them to the third tribal consultation meeting held on April 19, 
2013. The third meeting consisted of two parts: 1) A morning consultation session, and 2) 
an afternoon technical working session. 

 
Morning Consultation Session 
 
Following opening remarks by MTC Commissioner and Napa County Supervisor Bill Dodd, 
participants were invited to rotate through two consultations: 

 
1. Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing Consultation 
2. Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Consultation 

 
MTC Deputy Executive Director of Policy Ann Flemer and ABAG Deputy Executive Director 
Brad Paul were the discussion leaders for the Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-
Use/Housing Consultation and reviewed the Draft Plan Bay Area. Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority Deputy Director Janet Spilman and Transportation Authority of 
Marin Executive Director Dianne Steinhauser were the discussion leaders for the Sonoma 
and Marin Counties Transportation Consultation. Additional participants in the Sonoma 
and Marin Counties Transportation Consultation were Caltrans District 4 Deputy District 
Director Lee Taubneck and Caltrans District 4 Native American Coordinator Lissa McKee.  

Meeting materials are included in Appendix III. 
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Afternoon Technical Working Session 
 
Following the morning consultation session, tribal representatives were invited to 
participate in an optional transportation technical working session, which consisted of a 
short overview of three programs: 

• MTC’s Transportation Fund Management System, presented by MTC staffer Adam 
Crenshaw — The Fund Management System serves as an interface that allows the 
general public and MTC partners access to project listings over the Internet. 

• Plan Bay Area Online Project Database — MTC Planner Stefanie Hom presented an 
overview of the Plan Bay Area online project database, where the public and project 
sponsors can find additional detail on the proposed Plan Bay Area-funded projects 
and programs.  

• MTC’s Pavement Management Program StreetSaver® —MTC staffer Sui Tan 
conducted an approximately three-hour training session on the StreetSaver® 
computer software program. MTC is offering landed Tribes a free two-year 
subscription to StreetSaver®, which should help create inventories of local 
pavement conditions and funding needs in order to meet Bureau of Indian Affairs 
funding requirements. MTC's StreetSaver® is a computer-software program 
designed to assist jurisdictions with the decision-making process surrounding 
pavement problems. MTC is offering the software and training in response to 
feedback received from Bay Area Tribes at last year’s consultation.  

Materials from the technical working session are also included in Appendix III. 
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Invitation Letter 
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Invitee List 

Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
 Tribal Representatives — within region 

1.  Patricia Hermosillo, Chairperson 
copy 
Silve Espinoza, Vice Chair 
Mario Hermosillo, EPA Council Member 
Vickey Macias, Tribal Administrator 

Cloverdale 
Rancheria of 
Pomo Indians 

555 South Cloverdale 
Blvd., Suite A 
Cloverdale, CA 
95425-4043 

2.  Harvey Hopkins, Chairperson 
copy 
Tom Keagan, Environmental Manager 
Gus Pina, Tribal Administrator 

Dry Creek 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 607 
Geyserville, CA 
95441-0607 

3.  Greg Sarris, Chairperson 
copy 
Gene Buvelot, Treasures/Cultural resource 
Lorelle Ross, Vice Chair/Tribal Administrator 
Ken and Nick Tipon, Sacred Sites Committee 

Federated 
Indians of Graton 
Rancheria 

6400 Redwood Drive, 
Suite 300 
Rohnert Park, CA 
94928-2341 

4.  Daniel Beltran, Chairman 
copy 
Dino Beltran, Treasurer/Secretary 
Carol Tapia, Vice Chairperson 

Lower Lake 
Rancheria Koi 
Nation 

P.O. Box 3162 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95402 

5.  Marjorie Mejia, Chairperson 
copy 
Cathy Lopez, Vice Chairperson 
Lisa Miller, Tribal Administrator 

Lytton Rancheria 437 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95403 

6.  Ralph Sepulveda, Chairperson 
copy 
Sirirat Chullikorn, EPA Consultant 
Dino Franklin, Secretary 
Reno Franklin, Vice Chairperson 
Glenda Jacob-McGill, Tribal Treasurer 
Melinda Rivera, Tribal Administrator 

Stewart’s Point 
Rancheria 

3535 Industrial Drive, 
Suite B2 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95403-2039 

 Tribal Representatives — neighboring 
7.  Valentino Jack, Chairperson 

copy 
John Cruz, Director of Public Works 
Anthony Jack, CEO/Tribal Administrator 
Sarah Ryan, EPA Council Member 

Big Valley 
Rancheria 

2726 Mission Rancheria 
Road 
Lakeport, CA 
95453 

8.  Charlie Wright, Chairperson 
copy 
Thelma Bradford, Tribal Administrator 
Dave Jones, Environmental Director 

Cortina Rancheria P.O. Box 1630 
Williams, CA 
95987-1630 

9.  John Feliz, Chairperson 
copy 
Jesse Burnett, Tribal Transportation Planner 
Brad McDonald, Tribal Administrator 

Coyote Valley 
Band of Pomo 
Indians 

P.O. Box 39 
Redwood Valley, CA 
95470-0039 
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Invitee List (continued) 

Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
 Tribal Representatives — neighboring 

10.  Marlene Sanchez, Chairperson 
copy 
Michael Derry, Planner/Economic Developer 
Walter Grey, Tribal Administrator 

Guidiville 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 339 
Talmage, CA 
95481-0339 

11.  Johnny Jamerson, Acting Chairperson 
copy 
Pamela Baumgartner, Tribal Administrator 
Tracy Tripp, Tribal Council Secretary 

Ione Band of 
Miwok Indians 

P.O. Box 699 
Plymouth, CA 
95669-0699 

12.  Salvador Rosales, Chairperson 
copy 
Michael Holman, Tribal Administrator 

Potter Valley 
Rancheria 

2251 South State Street 
Ukiah, CA 
95482-6723 

13.  Elizabeth Hansen, Chairperson 
copy 
Martin Martinez, Transportation Planner 
Zhoa Qiu, Tribal Administrator 

Redwood Valley 
Rancheria 

3250 Road I 
Redwood Valley, CA 
95470-9526 

14.  David Fendrick, CEO River Rock Casino 3250 Highway 128 
Geyserville, CA 
95441-0607 

15.  Tracy Avila, Chairperson 
copy 
Anthony Duncan, Tribal Transportation Planner 

Robinson 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 4017 
Nice, CA 
95464 

16.  Marshall McKay, Chairperson 
copy 
Creig Marcus, Tribal Administrator 

Rumsey 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 18 
Brooks, CA 
95606-0018 

17.  Donald Arnold, Chairperson 
copy 
Shannon Ford, Environmental/Transportation 
Planner 
Patricia Franklin, Secretary 
Irenia Quitiquit, Environmental Director 
Bennett Wright, Tribal Administrator 

Scotts Valley 
Rancheria 

301 Industrial Avenue, 
Lakeport, CA 
95453-5643 
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Agenda 
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Attendees 

Name Title Affiliation 
Vickey Macias Tribal Administrator/ 

Transportation Planner 
Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians 

David Delira Engineering Division 
Manager 

Dry Creek Rancheria of Pomo Indians 

Ken Tipon Sacred Sites Committee Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
 

Nick Tipon Sacred Sites Committee Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
 

Nina Hapner Director of 
Environmental Planning 

Kashia Band of Pomo Indians 
 

Melinda Rivera Tribal Administrator Stewart’s Point Rancheria 
 

Gina Perrine Housing Assistant Stewart’s Point Rancheria 
 

Jake Mackenzie Commissioner Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 

Steve Heminger 
 

Executive Director Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 

Ezra Rapport Executive Director Association of Bay Area Governments 
 

Paul Price Executive Director Napa County Transportation and Planning 
Agency 

Suzanne Smith Executive Director Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
 

Dan McElhinney District 4 Chief Deputy 
Director 

State Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Lisa McKee District 4 Native 
American coordinator 

State Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

William Velasco Associate 
Transportation Planner 

State Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Craig Noble  Public Information 
Officer 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 

Brenda Dix 
 

Transportation Planner Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
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Meeting Notes 

Notes from Tribal Government Summit, June 9, 2011 
Recorded by Craig Noble, Brenda Dix and Katie Balk 

Take home points from Ms. Kelly Myers, during the welcome and introductions 

• National Indian Justice Center (NIJC) is an Indian owned and operated non-profit 
corporation. 

• NIJC goals are to design and deliver legal education, research, and technical assistance 
programs to improve quality of life and the administration of justice for Native 
communities. 

• NIJC has been working with the California and Nevada Tribal Transportation Training 
and Technical Assistance Program (TTAP) in an effort to get transportation programs 
formed and tribes engaged in the planning process. NIJC has been trying to raise the 
profile of TTAP within tribal governments. 

• It is important to continue the dialogue between tribes, regional agencies, and county 
congestion management agencies (CMAs) after this meeting and use this opportunity to 
meet people on each side of jurisdictional lines. 

• Another primary focus of NIJC is safety. 

Take home points from Mr. Jake Mackenzie, Vice Mayor Rohnert Park and MTC 
Commissioner 

• Tribes with lands in Sonoma County are sovereign nations, but they are also part of 
Sonoma County. 

• Sonoma cities and towns have tribal neighbors to their west with lands and a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria. 

• Sonoma jurisdictions have had opportunities for diplomatic relationships with the 
tribes on issues such as casinos. 

• Senior managers from MTC, ABAG and CMAs are working together to develop a 
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS), which will come out of Plan Bay Area. 

• It is important to communicate planning processes and opportunities for tribes to stay 
engaged and comment on plans from regional agencies and Caltrans. 

Take home points from Mr. Dan McElhinney, Chief Deputy, Caltrans District 4 

• Caltrans has a very strong foundation working with Native American tribes. For 
example, it has had a Native American advisory committee for many years, which meets 
quarterly in Woodland. 

• An important function of government-to-government relationships is to minimize 
adverse impacts of projects. For example, the tribes have advised Caltrans on how to 
protect archeological resources. 

• Caltrans policies acknowledge Native American rights. 
• Caltrans also consults with tribes on a regular basis on Safe Routes to Schools. 

Comments by tribal government representatives during group discussion 

Housing 

• A big issue for the tribes is getting access to funding from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Tribes still have members in need of housing.   
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Meeting Notes (continued) 

Getting housing through HUD can be problematic because of long waiting lists. Also, 
some tribal members don’t qualify for HUD assistance because they are “too rich to be 
poor, and too poor to be rich.” 

• There often is no land available for housing on tribal reservations, either because there 
is not sufficient acreage or the land isn’t suitable for housing construction. 
Consequently, most people don’t live on tribal land; in fact, many live as far away as 
Sacramento. 

• Remoteness of some tribal lands creates major transportation challenges for people 
who need to get to their jobs, schools and other amenities. Serious consequences 
include kids dropping out of school. 

• Some tribal community members facing housing challenges so severe that large, multi-
generational families share a single unit. 

• Regardless of whether the issue is housing or something else, tribal representatives 
emphasized the need for a better process, particularly a process in which the tribes are 
involved early in the planning process. 

• A related process challenge is that housing is so intertwined with related issues (jobs, 
transportation, etc.) that it can be confusing and difficult to ensure that the tribes are 
talking with the right entities and that the big picture isn’t overlooked. 

• In order for Plan Bay Area to be successful, lots of follow-up and additional consultation 
will be needed to ensure the tribes and many different government entities are 
collaborating. 

• Some tribal representatives said it wasn’t clear enough which agencies would be held 
accountable for what. 

Jobs 

(The group jobs discussion was skipped because the meeting was running out of time.) 

Transportation 

• The observation was made that mobile pollution sources can only be regulated so 
much. There was a question about what percentage of emissions can be realistically 
reduced and how much of an effect on the region the emissions reductions will really 
have. 

• Agencies should have a better, more formal mechanism to request information from the 
tribal transportation and other needs because a 20-minute discussion on each of these 
topics isn’t enough. 

• Remoteness of some tribal communities makes transportation very difficult. They do 
lots of driving and are interested in finding less-polluting ways to get to medical 
facilities and other services and amenities. One possibility would be to invest in electric 
or plug-in hybrid vehicles and to provide electric charging stations at facilities used by 
tribal members. 

Conservation Areas 

(The group conservation areas discussion was skipped because the meeting was running 
out of time.)  
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Meeting Notes (continued) 

Comments by tribal government representatives during one-on-one discussions 

At 12:30 p.m. most meeting participants had to leave, however representatives of the 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria and Stewarts Point Rancheria stayed behind for an 
additional half-hour of facilitated discussion with agency staff. Here is a summary of their 
top issues and comments: 

• Process - Some tribal members said their number one concern is “process.” For example, 
they said the agencies’ leadership doesn’t always understand that government-to-
government issues are being handled at the staff level. One suggestion to improve the 
process was for MTC to designate a tribal “liaison.” It was also suggested that tribal 
representatives could have seats on the MTC and ABAG. 

• Protecting Cultural Resources - Many sacred sites are next to water and may be 
threatened by sea level rise. What can be done to protect them? Build sea walls? When 
Caltrans is trying to solve the problem of sea level rise with respect to roads, its efforts 
should go hand-in-hand with solving the problem of protecting cultural resources. 
Another example: Heavy rains caused by climate change could wash away tribal sites. A 
U.S. National Park Service report on all the climate change effects that could harm tribal 
history is due to be completed in 2012. 

• Conservation - For example, tribal representatives said cultural sites impacted by an oil 
spill could not be easily remediated since the Bay Area Contingency Plan for 
emergencies was never completed. There was discussion about finding a way for 
Caltrans to share its database of conservation areas important to tribes with MTC and 
ABAG without undermining the security of the information. 

• Road Maintenance - Truck traffic and the need for maintenance are priority concerns; 
there is interest in matching funds from Sonoma County for road improvements. 

• Lack of Reliable Transportation – Some reservations are far from main roads, and routes 
are poorly lit at night. The current bus system is prohibitive to job access; shuttle access 
to employment centers and reliable bus service connecting to regional transit systems 
are needed. Tribal representatives expressed a desire for transportation improvements, 
such as electric bus service with stops in Santa Rosa, Rohnert Park, Windsor and 
Sonoma, and/or an electric car fleet similar to the ZipCar model. 

• Sustainability – Some tribal members are interested in sustainability, such as 
developing energy-saving, greenhouse gas reduction projects and partnering with 
others to provide electric vehicle charging stations. 

• Collaboration and relationship building – Lack of staff resources limit the tribes’ ability 
to collaborate with government, and yet collaboration is crucial for tribes to find fund-
matching opportunities with special district funds given to them. Some suggested that 
large group meetings would benefit collaboration. In terms of relationship building, 
important considerations include: high turnover in tribal leadership, which can alter 
tribal priorities over time; building relationships with key people; and having 
government representatives visit tribal lands to see housing and transportation issues 
firsthand. 



Appendix I Part E 

Government-to-Government Consultation With Native American Tribes Page 16 

Presentation Materials
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Invitation Letter
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Invitee List 

Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
 Tribal Representatives — within region 

1.  Patricia Hermosillo, Chairperson 
copy 
Silve Espinoza, Vice Chair 
Mario Hermosillo, EPA Council Member 
Vickey Macias, Tribal Administrator 

Cloverdale 
Rancheria of 
Pomo Indians 

555 South Cloverdale 
Blvd., Suite A 
Cloverdale, CA 
95425-4043 

2.  Harvey Hopkins, Chairperson 
copy 
Tom Keagan, Environmental Manager 
Gus Pina, Tribal Administrator 

Dry Creek 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 607 
Geyserville, CA 
95441-0607 

3.  Greg Sarris, Chairperson 
copy 
Gene Buvelot, Treasures/Cultural resource 
Lorelle Ross, Vice Chair/Tribal Administrator 
Ken and Nick Tipon, Sacred Sites Committee 

Federated 
Indians of Graton 
Rancheria 

6400 Redwood Drive, 
Suite 300 
Rohnert Park, CA 
94928-2341 

4.  Daniel Beltran, Chairman 
copy 
Dino Beltran, Treasurer/Secretary 
Carol Tapia, Vice Chairperson 

Lower Lake 
Rancheria Koi 
Nation 

P.O. Box 3162 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95402 

5.  Marjorie Mejia, Chairperson 
copy 
Cathy Lopez, Vice Chairperson 
Lisa Miller, Tribal Administrator 

Lytton Rancheria 437 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95403 

6.  Ralph Sepulveda, Chairperson 
copy 
Sirirat Chullikorn, EPA Consultant 
Dino Franklin, Secretary 
Reno Franklin, Vice Chairperson 
Glenda Jacob-McGill, Tribal Treasurer 
Melinda Rivera, Tribal Administrator 

Stewart’s Point 
Rancheria 

3535 Industrial Drive, 
Suite B2 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95403-2039 

 Tribal Representatives — neighboring 
7.  Valentino Jack, Chairperson 

copy 
John Cruz, Director of Public Works 
Anthony Jack, CEO/Tribal Administrator 
Sarah Ryan, EPA Council Member 

Big Valley 
Rancheria 

2726 Mission Rancheria 
Road 
Lakeport, CA 
95453 

8.  Charlie Wright, Chairperson 
copy 
Thelma Bradford, Tribal Administrator 
Dave Jones, Environmental Director 

Cortina Rancheria P.O. Box 1630 
Williams, CA 
95987-1630 

9.  John Feliz, Chairperson 
copy 
Jesse Burnett, Tribal Transportation Planner 
Brad McDonald, Tribal Administrator 

Coyote Valley 
Band of Pomo 
Indians 

P.O. Box 39 
Redwood Valley, CA 
95470-0039 
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Invitee List (continued) 

Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
 Tribal Representatives — neighboring 

10.  Marlene Sanchez, Chairperson 
copy 
Michael Derry, Planner/Economic Developer 
Walter Grey, Tribal Administrator 

Guidiville 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 339 
Talmage, CA 
95481-0339 

11.  Johnny Jamerson, Acting Chairperson 
copy 
Pamela Baumgartner, Tribal Administrator 
Tracy Tripp, Tribal Council Secretary 

Ione Band of 
Miwok Indians 

P.O. Box 699 
Plymouth, CA 
95669-0699 

12.  Salvador Rosales, Chairperson 
copy 
Michael Holman, Tribal Administrator 

Potter Valley 
Rancheria 

2251 South State Street 
Ukiah, CA 
95482-6723 

13.  Elizabeth Hansen, Chairperson 
copy 
Martin Martinez, Transportation Planner 
Zhoa Qiu, Tribal Administrator 

Redwood Valley 
Rancheria 

3250 Road I 
Redwood Valley, CA 
95470-9526 

14.  David Fendrick, CEO River Rock Casino 3250 Highway 128 
Geyserville, CA 
95441-0607 

15.  Tracy Avila, Chairperson 
copy 
Anthony Duncan, Tribal Transportation Planner 

Robinson 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 4017 
Nice, CA 
95464 

16.  Marshall McKay, Chairperson 
copy 
Creig Marcus, Tribal Administrator 

Rumsey 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 18 
Brooks, CA 
95606-0018 

17.  Donald Arnold, Chairperson 
copy 
Shannon Ford, Environmental/Transportation 
Planner 
Patricia Franklin, Secretary 
Irenia Quitiquit, Environmental Director 
Bennett Wright, Tribal Administrator 

Scotts Valley 
Rancheria 

301 Industrial Avenue, 
Lakeport, CA 
95453-5643 
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Agenda 
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Attendees 

Name Title Affiliation 
Vickey Macias Tribal Administrator Cloverdale Rancheria 

 
Mario Hermosillo, 
Jr. 

EPA Administrator Cloverdale Rancheria 

Teresa Romero Tribal Administrator Kashia Band of Pomo 
 

Nina Hapner Environmental Planning 
Director 

Kashia Band of Pomo 
 

Zhao Qiu Tribal Administrator 
 

Redwood Valley Rancheria 

Mary Jane 
Fagalde 

HCD Director Scotts Valley Band of Pomo 

Chuck Striplen Associate Environmental 
Scientist 

Amah Mutsun/ San Francisco Estuary 
Institute (SFEI) 

Jake Mackenzie Commissioner Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 

Ann Flemer 
 

Deputy Executive 
Director, Policy  

Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 

Ken Kirkey Planning Director Association of Bay Area Governments 
 

Bijan Sartipi District 4 Director California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Blesilda 
Gebreyesus 

District Branch Chief California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Lissa Mckee District 4 Native 
American Coordinator 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Ben Harris Office of Cultural 
Resources 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Kang Tang Associate 
Transportation Planner 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Suzanne Smith Executive Director Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
 

Dianne 
Steinhauser 

Executive Director Transportation Authority of Marin 

Craig Noble  Public Information 
Officer 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
 

Brenda Dix 
 

Transportation Planner Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
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Meeting Notes 

 
Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing Breakout Consultation #1 
10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Ann Flemer, Deputy Executive Director, Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission and Kenneth Kirkey, Planning Director, Association of Bay Area Governments 
 

• There are several Priority Development Areas and Priority Conservation Areas in 
Sonoma County, which are designed to protect open space and agricultural lands, 
while making more vibrant, livable cities/housing. 

• Tribal representatives expressed concern that Highway 101 splits Sonoma County, 
as does the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) corridor, which limits wildlife 
corridors leading to animal death and road kill. They would like to see the creation 
of animal passages to direct wildlife away from the road. 

• All cities in Sonoma County have urban growth boundaries and growth will not 
happen outside of there. Sonoma County cities have policies in place to protect the 
open space between the cities. ABAG’s Draft Jobs-Housing Connection Scenario also 
focuses on this issue. 

• There are several proposed PDAs in unincorporated Sonoma County. These PDAs 
are in areas that have been designated “communities of concern.” 

• Santa Rosa’s planned greenfield development is accounted for in the Draft Jobs-
Housing Connection Scenario. 

• Regional funding opportunities include climate, Safe Routes to School, Planning and 
Electric Vehicles. 

• There are questions and concern about how the SMART corridor will it affect 
housing and displacement and safety? There is currently senior housing along the 
corridor. Transportation for Livable Communities station area plans will look at 
these issues. 

• Tribal representatives asked whether they can submit projects for the plan. They 
were told that the counties are responsible for prioritizing projects, but that ABAG 
and MTC do want to hear more about needed projects. The Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority (SCTA) put out a notice to eligible parties to submit 
projects. Many of the Tribes are putting together a road inventory and a list of 
needed projects; they want to leverage existing funds. 

• The counties are primarily responsible for local streets and road maintenance, and 
there is a need to coordinate this with the Tribes. Tribal plans include maintenance, 
planned roads and removed roads. The Tribes were asked to share their plans with 
the Congestion Management Agencies (CMAs) and MTC, since there may be 
opportunities to leverage funds. 

• MTC’s pavement management system could help the Tribes keep their maintenance 
reporting consistent. 

• Tribal representatives suggested that MTC should include tribal money in the 
revenue stream to make a full picture. The U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs helps 
manage roads on reservations, but the Tribes said they need funds eligible for any 
roads used by the tribes, not just on reservations. 
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• There is no federal funding for roads where the tribes overlap. 
• Landless Tribes cannot receive funding from the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA). The Tribes can start planning efforts, but they can’t receive funding for 
roads inventories until the roads connect to federally-recognized tribal land. 

• Tribal representatives asserted that the Congestion Management Agencies should 
give their project lists to the tribes, so that communication goes both ways. 

• Agency executives agreed there is a need to create maps with tribal land, 
transportation projects and growth assigned to tribal areas. 

• Tribes can sign Memoranda of Agreement with the counties when working on 
partnering and leveraging funds. 

• Agency representatives said it would be helpful to get GIS or CAD maps from the 
Tribes of their lands. Caltrans should have these maps as well. 

• Tribal development areas are not subject to local zoning. 
• All parties agreed that there is a need for more one-on-one meetings between 

individual Tribes and the various government agencies. 
• MTC and the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of Stewarts Point Rancheria are 

partnering on an electric vehicle (EV) demonstration project. 
• Tribal representatives said there are many bicyclists using Tribal lands in coastal 

areas. They said these bicycle trips should be counted and recorded and combined 
with sustainable transportation goals. 

• Items for follow up: 
o Mapping 
o One-on-one meetings 
o Pavement Management System 
o Add access to traffic counts 

 
Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing Breakout Consultation #2 
11:40 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Ann Flemer, Deputy Executive Director, Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission and Kenneth Kirkey, Planning Director, Association of Bay Area Governments 
 

• There was general discussion about the difficulty in creating transportation plans 
due to low funding levels and high data needs, underscoring the need for a 
pavement management system and traffic counts. The National Indian Justice Center 
and Caltrans have organized planning sessions on creating transportation plans. 

• Tribal representatives complained that their connections with the CMAs are low and 
that they believe tribal roads are not CMA priorities. 

• Caltrans Enhancement Program has provided funding for cultural and natural 
resources and mitigation measures. 

• Tribal representatives said federal recognition of Tribes is just a starting point and 
that the recognized Tribes need to be included more fully in government planning 
efforts. 

• ABAG and MTC said they would discuss how to better include Tribes in their 
planning and projects. 

• Tribal representatives said that when there is no negotiation that they can litigate 
and they know how to do it. 
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• ABAG and MTC said the One Bay Area Grant Program PCA pilot can help protect 
open space in the North Bay and that it is a good opportunity for collaboration with 
the Tribes. 

• Off-the-reservation Tribes are also interested in land easements and preservation. 
• The Tribes are very interested in Safe Routes to School funds, but they said there is a 

need to extend the program past the current two mile boundary due to the long 
distances that Tribal students travel to and from school. 

 
Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Breakout Consultation #1 
10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Suzanne Smith, Executive Director, Sonoma County Transportation 
Authority, Dianne Steinhauser, Executive Director, Transportation Authority of Marin. 
Additional participants: Bijan Sartipi, Director, Caltrans District 4 and Lissa McKee, District 
Native American Coordinator, Caltrans District 4 
 

• Suzanne Smith mentioned in her introduction that SCTA is primarily focused on 
things like widening Highway 101 and sales tax measures. She said they are a small 
agency, and they “don’t fill potholes.” 

• Tribal representatives said that many of their members live in remote areas. This 
poses challenges in accessing services and other resources. They are also very 
concerned about protecting cultural and environmental resources. 

• Tribal representatives said many, if not most, tribal members don’t live on tribal 
lands. In fact, many tribal members live in Santa Rosa and have difficulty traveling 
from their homes to the reservations to do the geographic remoteness of some 
reservations. 

• Raquelle Meyers of the National Indian Justice Center (NIJC) said that NIJC can help 
the Tribes leverage funds from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). 

• Caltrans underscored that it understands the importance of access issues and said 
Caltrans has small grants available to address these issues. 

• Tribal representatives expressed interest in having shuttle service to provide 
transportation to community colleges. 

• Raquelle Meyers said one of NIJC’s role as a resource for Tribes is training and 
technical assistance to help write grant applications. 

• SCTA is rolling out a new real-time ride sharing pilot project in April 2012. 
Community colleges are one of the target audiences. 

• TAM has similar “affinity” programs around colleges in Marin County.  
• Raquelle Meyers said she would email grant application information/resource 

documents to MTC to distribute to the Tribes. 
• Caltrans noted that there are many programs supporting electric vehicles and EV 

infrastructure through the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. 
• Raquelle Meyers elaborated by referencing the Indian Reservation Roads (IRR) 

program, which addresses transportation needs of tribes by providing funds for 
planning, designing, construction, and maintenance activities. The program is jointly 
administered by the Federal Highway Administration’s Federals Lands Highway 
Office and the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) in accordance with an interagency 
agreement. 
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Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Breakout Consultation #2 
11:40 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Suzanne Smith, Executive Director, Sonoma County Transportation 
Authority, Dianne Steinhauser, Executive Director, Transportation Authority of Marin. 
Additional participants: Bijan Sartipi, Director, Caltrans District 4 and Lissa McKee, District 
Native American Coordinator, Caltrans District 4 
 

• A Tribal representative raised the issue of a “precarious” intersection at the 
driveway to tribal land and Route 128. The Tribe has bought land to improve the 
intersection, but they’re still having problems moving forward. Caltrans 
acknowledged that the driveway to 128 still needs work to allow for improved 
access at that intersection. SCTA said that the pavement condition is not great there 
and the whole intersection may require some widening. 

• Caltrans told Tribal representatives about its Environmental Justice Grants 
Program, including one project where redwood trees that get cut during project 
construction get used for lumber to support the program. 

• Caltrans asked to learn more about the project on Route 128, so they can help 
review studies and the impacts on cultural resources. Mention was made of a study 
of Natural Resources and Heritage Resources that was performed for the Kashia 
Pomo Rancheria. 

• Lissa McKee is the Caltrans contact person for help with a whole range of Tribal 
cultural issues, including: impacts, mitigation and the Indian rural roads network. 
She can also provide information about programs for senior mobility, ridesharing, 
Safe Routes to School and individual Caltrans projects. 

• Some Tribal representatives said they are developing Memoranda of Understanding 
with Sonoma County for a few more projects. 

 
# # # 
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Recipients of Follow-up Letter 

 
In response to the Tribal Consultation held March 20, 2012, MTC and ABAG summarized 
key topics heard at the meeting, and explained how they planned to respond to the 
feedback, in a follow-up letter sent to Tribal leaders. The letter can be found on the next 
page, and covered five areas:   
 

• Funding & Training Opportunities 
• Consultation with County Congestion Management Agencies (CMAs)  
• Local Streets & Roads Inventory 
• Mapping of Tribal Lands, Transportation Projects, Priority Development Areas and 

Cultural Resources Protection  
• One-on-One Consultation 

 
Name Title Affiliation 

Vickey Macias Tribal Administrator Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians 
 

Mario Hermosillo, 
Jr. 

EPA Administrator Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians 

David DeLira Tribal Engineer Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo 
Indians 

Ken Tipon Sacred Sites Committee Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
Nick Tipon Sacred Sites Committee Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
Lorelle Ross Vice Chair/Tribal 

Administrator 
Graton Rancheria 

Teresa Romero Tribal Administrator Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the 
Stewarts Point Rancheria 

Nina Hapner Environmental Planning 
Director 

Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the 
Stewarts Point Rancheria 

Joseph Myers Executive Director National Indian Justice Center 
Zhao Qiu Tribal Administrator 

 
Redwood Valley Rancheria 

Mary Jane 
Fagalde 

HCD Director Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians 

Chuck Striplen Associate Environmental 
Scientist 

Amah Mutsun/ San Francisco Estuary 
Institute (SFEI) 
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Presentation Materials 
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Invitee List 

Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
 Tribal Representatives — within region 

1.  Patricia Hermosillo, Chairperson 
copy 
Silve Espinoza, Vice Chair 
Mario Hermosillo, EPA Council Member 
Vickey Macias, Tribal Administrator 
Sandra Roope, Representative 
Lawrence Stra, Bookkeeper 
Elaine Willits, Treasurer 
Christina Hermosillo, Secretary 

Cloverdale 
Rancheria of 
Pomo Indians 

555 South Cloverdale 
Blvd., Suite A 
Cloverdale, CA 
95425-4043 

2.  Harvey Hopkins, Chairperson 
copy 
Tom Keagan, Environmental Manager 
Gus Pina, Tribal Administrator 
David DeLira, Tribal Engineer 
Gabe Nevarez, Member-at-Large 
Salvina Norris, Secretary/Treasurer 

Dry Creek 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 607 
Geyserville, CA 
95441-0607 

3.  Greg Sarris, Chairperson 
copy 
Gene Buvelot, Treasures/Cultural resource 
Lorelle Ross, Vice Chair/Tribal Administrator 
Rodney Clements/Tribal Administrator 
Ken and Nick Tipon, Sacred Sites Committee 
Jeanette Anglin, Secretary 
Robert Baguio, Member 
Joanne Campbell, Member 
Lawrence Stafford, Member 
Gillian Hayes 
Anne Swoveland 

Federated 
Indians of Graton 
Rancheria 

6400 Redwood Drive, 
Suite 300 
Rohnert Park, CA 
94928-2341 

4. Nina Hapner, Director of Environmental Services 
Angelique Lane, Member-At-Large 
Elayne May-Muro, Member-At-Large 
Gina Perrine 
Emilio Valencia, Tribal Chairperson 
Sandy Pinola, Tribal Vice Chairperson 
Teresa Romero, Tribal Administrator 
Leonard Sheard, Member-At-Large 
Violet Wilder, Tribal Secretary 

Kashia Band of 
Pomo Indians of 
the Stewarts 
Point Rancheria 
 

1420 Guerneville Road, 
Suite 1 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
 

5.  Daniel Beltran, Chairman 
copy 
Dino Beltran, Treasurer/Secretary 
Carol Tapia, Vice Chairperson 

Lower Lake 
Rancheria Koi 
Nation 

P.O. Box 3162 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95402 
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Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
6.  Marjorie Mejia, Chairperson 

copy 
Cathy Lopez, Vice Chairperson 
Lisa Miller, Tribal Administrator 
Mary Figueroa, Tribal Official 
Daniel Steele, Jr., Tribal Official 
Carol Steele, Tribal Official 
Dianne Seidner, Environmental Planner 
Burt Steele, Treasurer 
Danny Ocampo, Secretary 

Lytton Rancheria 437 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 
95403 

7. Joseph Myers, Executive Director 

 

National Indian 
Justice Center 
 

5250 Aero Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-
8069 

 Tribal Representatives — neighboring 
8.  Anthony Jack, Tribal Administrator 

copy 
Ronda Mottlow, Director of Public Works 
Sarah Ryan, EPA Council Member 

Big Valley 
Rancheria 

2726 Mission Rancheria 
Road 
Lakeport, CA 
95453 

9.  Charlie Wright, Chairperson 
copy 
Thelma Bradford, Tribal Administrator 
Dave Jones, Environmental Director 
Karen Flores, EPA Administrator 

Cortina Rancheria P.O. Box 1630 
Williams, CA 
95987-1630 

10.  John Feliz, Chairperson 
copy 
Brad McDonald, Tribal Administrator 

Coyote Valley 
Band of Pomo 
Indians 

P.O. Box 39 
Redwood Valley, CA 
95470-0039 

11.  Marlene Sanchez, Chairperson 
copy 
Michael Derry, Planner/Economic Developer 
Walter Grey, Tribal Administrator 
Lisa Linder, Administrative Assistant 

Guidiville 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 339 
Talmage, CA 
95481-0339 

12.  Johnny Jamerson, Acting Chairperson 
copy 
Pamela Baumgartner, Tribal Administrator 
Glen Villa, Cultural Heritage Committee 
Tracy Tripp, Tribal Council Secretary 

Ione Band of 
Miwok Indians 

P.O. Box 699 
Plymouth, CA 
95669-0699 

13.  Salvador Rosales, Chairperson 
copy 
Rosemary Rahmaoui, Secretary 

Potter Valley 
Rancheria 

2251 South State Street 
Ukiah, CA 
95482-6723 

14.  Elizabeth Hansen, Chairperson 
copy 
Martin Martinez, Transportation Planner 
Zhoa Qiu, Tribal Administrator 

Redwood Valley 
Rancheria 

3250 Road I 
Redwood Valley, CA 
95470-9526 

15.  David Fendrick, CEO River Rock Casino 3250 Highway 128 
Geyserville, CA 
95441-0607 

16.  Tracy Avila, Chairperson 
copy 
Anthony Duncan, Tribal Transportation Planner 

Robinson 
Rancheria 

P.O. Box 4017 
Nice, CA 
95464 
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Name, Title Affiliation Contact Information 
17.  Donald Arnold, Chairperson 

copy 
Mary Jane Fagalde, HCD Director 
Shannon Ford, EPA Administrator 
Jody Larson, EPA Administrator 
Patricia Franklin, Secretary 
Irenia Quitiquit, Environmental Director 
Bennett Wright, Tribal Administrator 

Scotts Valley 
Rancheria 

301 Industrial Avenue, 
Lakeport, CA 
95453-5643 

18.  Marshall McKay, Cultural Resources Director 

 

Yocha Dehe 
Wintun Nation 
 

P.O. Box 18 
Brooks, CA 95606-0018 
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Attendees 

Name Title Affiliation 
Gillian Hayes Transportation Planner Graton Rancheria 
Nina Hapner Environmental Planning 

Director 
Kashia Band of Pomo 
 

Randy Marrufo Transportation Planner Kashia Band of Pomo 
Chuck Striplen Associate Environmental 

Scientist 
Amah Mutsun/ San Francisco Estuary 
Institute (SFEI) 

Bill Dodd  Commissioner MTC Commission and Napa County Board 
of Supervisors 

Ann Flemer Deputy Executive Director, 
Policy  

Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

Brad Paul Deputy Executive Director Association of Bay Area Governments 
Dianne 
Steinhauser 

Executive Director Transportation Authority of Marin 

Linda Jackson Planning Manager Transportation Authority of Marin  
Janet Spilman Deputy Director, Planning 

& Public Outreach 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Seana L. S. Gause  Program/Project Analyst Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Diane Dohm Transportation Planner Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Lee Taubenek Deputy District 4 Director California Department of Transportation 

(Caltrans) 
Blesilda 
Gebreyesus 

District Branch Chief California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Elizabeth Mckee District 4 Native American 
Coordinator 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Lonora Graves Chief, Native American 
Planning Branch 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Alyssa Begley Chief, Office of Community 
Planning 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Kathryn Rose Cultural Resources 
Manager 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Kang Tang Associate Transportation 
Planner 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Brenda Dix Transportation Planner Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Stefanie Hom Transportation Planner Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Theresa Romell Transportation Analyst Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Adam Crenshaw Transportation Analyst Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Sui Tan Transportation Analyst Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Craig Noble  Public Information Officer Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Catalina Alvarado Public Information Officer Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
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Meeting Notes 

 
Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing Breakout Consultation #1 
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Ann Flemer, Deputy Executive Director, Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission, and Brad Paul, Deputy Executive Director, Association of Bay Area 
Governments 
 

• Focused Growth preserves open space and resource/cultural land. 
• MTC’s Regional Prosperity plan and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) grants would be an excellent opportunity for tribes to engage.  
Three upcoming meetings are scheduled in Santa Rosa. Grant announcements will be 
sent to the tribes. 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Cultural Resources 
o Comment period open until May 16th  
o Small impact on cultural resources due to limited development outside urban 

areas, but project managers will have to complete their own analysis before 
implementation. 

• Online project database will be introduced in afternoon session. Transportation Fund 
Management Software (FMS) includes projects listed in the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) – the short term plan of funded projects. 

• Long range tribal transportation plans - 
o The TIP and MTC’s online database are the best resources to identify overlap and 

ensure consistency when inventorying roads. 
• Half of Plan Bay Area funding goes to the Congestion Management Agencies’ (CMA’s) 

priority project lists.  (North Bay CMAs are Transportation Authority of Marin & 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority.) 

o Tribes should communicate regularly with CMAs, in addition to the regional 
agencies. 

• Tribes must submit roads maintenance and construction information in a specific format 
to the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Street Saver will help, since many roads are 
already inventoried; using this tool can help inform where to invest. 

• BIA earmarks are based on tribe sites and roads used. Funding is dispersed through the 
Federal Highway Administration.  

• Only 2 percent of BIA transportation funding goes to California despite the large number 
of landed tribes. 

• MAP-21 (“Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act,” the federal highway 
authorization act signed by President Obama in 2012) presents serious challenges for 
tribes, since they can no longer count county roads in their inventories. 

 
  



Appendix III Part D 

Government-to-Government Consultation With Native American Tribes Page 57 

Plan Bay Area Transportation & Land-Use/Housing Breakout Consultation #2 
11:40 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Ann Flemer, Deputy Executive Director of Policy, Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, and Brad Paul, Deputy Executive Director, Association of Bay 
Area Governments 
 

• This session addressed specific concerns of one of the tribes. 
• The tribe is geographically remote from transportation services and amenities in Sonoma 

County. 
• The tribe is working on a Long Range Transportation Plan to apply for BIA funds. 
• Tribal representatives want training for road maintenance equipment operation. 
• The tribe has Arc Map 10 software, but it needs help with Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS). 
• The tribe has some housing assistance programs in place for its members. 

 
Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Breakout Consultation #1 
10:15 a.m. – 11:00  a.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Janet Spilman, Deputy Director, Planning and Outreach, Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority, Dianne Steinhauser, Executive Director, Transportation 
Authority of Marin. 
Additional participants: Lee Taubneck, Caltrans District 4 , Deputy District Director, 
Planning, and Lissa McKee, District Native American Coordinator, Caltrans District 4 
 

• This session also addressed specific concerns of one of the tribes. 
• The tribe has its own transportation plan, which it is trying to make consistent with MAP-

21 standards. However a big challenge is that the new federal highway act offers tribes 
funding for tribal roads only, not county and state roads that the tribes also depend on. 

• Road maintenance challenges in this remote area include swells, drainage, mud washing 
on roads, and fixing culverts. 

• The tribe hopes that an electric vehicle project and installation of photovoltaic lights will 
benefit not just the tribe and tribal jobs, but also boost tourism. 

 
Sonoma and Marin Counties Transportation Breakout Consultation #2 
11:40 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. 
Discussion Leaders: Janet Spilman, Deputy Director, Planning and Outreach, Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority, Dianne Steinhauser, Executive Director, Transportation 
Authority of Marin. 
Additional participants: Lee Taubneck, Caltrans District 4 , Deputy District Director, 
Planning, and Lissa McKee, District Native American Coordinator, Caltrans District 4 
 

• Geographic Information Systems needs by tribes: 
o Tribes advised to: 

 Call CMAs to see what assistance they can offer 
 Call Caltrans for Tribal Assistance Programs 

• Tribes are developing transportation plans to classify roads and conform with 
government funding requirements. 
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Presentation Materials 
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